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Bear Mountain Homeowner's Association

SPRING 2001 Newsletter
P. O. Box 2068, Evergreen, CO 80437
Email - bmhoa@yahoo.com
Web Site - http://bmhoa.freeservers.com
Fire Danger:  The fire danger is real here, especially with the combination of high winds and dead and dying trees in the area.   Many trees have been attacked by the mountain pine beetle .  To find out if your trees are infested with the mountain pine beetle, use a screwdriver to rip off a piece of bark.  If the wood under the bark has a blue-gray or purple stain, that tree is infected and must be cut down.  To protect your undamaged trees from the mountain pine beetle, you can contact Lam Tree Service to have them do the spraying, or you can rent a sprayer from Evergreen Rental and purchase preventive insecticide spray, such as carbaryl.  (Article courtesy of Kate Delles)

Loose Dogs - Leash laws protect your dog, your neighbors, everyone's kids and grandkids, & the wildlife that we all moved up here to be near.   Animal control laws apply just as much up here as they do in the city.  In fact, the risk to local wildlife makes the problem even greater up here.  One loose dog is a potential problem.  More than one is a pack.  Even your beloved "Fido" can become dangerous, destructive, and aggressive when running with a pack of other dogs.  The problem is dangerous enough to merit front-page status in the March 7th edition of the Canyon Courier.  Partial quotes from the article state:  "When dogs chase wildlife, the Jefferson County fine is $100.  The Colorado Division of Wildlife fines owners $274 if wildlife is injured or killed, additional penalties are $500 for a deer and $700 for an elk.  The DOW also has the right to kill dogs seen chasing wildlife.  This is true even if the dog is on the owner's property."  Please keep YOUR dogs on leash when you walk them or let them out.  Loose dogs may be reported to Jefferson County Animal Control at 303-271-5070. (Article courtesy of Dave Killian)

Garage Sale in Your Neighborhood - June 9th Saturday from 9am until 4pm - If you want to join your neighbors and have your home put on a map, call either Julie Krueger (303.674.5875) or Ginny Boschen (303.674.3438) by May 31st.  
There are a sufficient number of interested homeowners for the Board to take out an ad in the Canyon Courier for that day as well as putting up (and taking down) signs at key intersections for the benefit of all BMHOA residents who want to be included.  Shop ‘til you drop ?  Not quite, but come out and socialize even if you don’t want to organize the leftovers in your garage that weekend….   (Article courtesy of Ginny Boschen)

Trash or Slash Removal… What Do Homeowners Want? - Last year the Homeowners Association arranged through the Colorado State Forest Service for a dumpster from Organic Recycling operated by Joe Tingley. The size of the dumpster was 30 yard (8'x22'x6'). The only material accepted were logs infested by pine beetle. Slash and tree limbs were not included. We believe the cost was $245.  At the January board meeting, we discussed whether trash removal would also be useful for residents on the mountain.  A 15 yard dumpster for the collection of trash can be rented from BFI for $275.  No hazardous materials or appliances can be disposed of, but assorted construction leftovers and the like can be accepted.  We would like to discuss this at the annual Homeowners' Association meeting and picnic in August. If there is sufficient interest in the project, we can discuss what could be disposed of and whether the Homeowners' Association should pay all or a part of the cost of renting a dumpster or container. It could be rented for the 1st or 2nd weekend in September, as determined at the meeting. (Article courtesy of Ginny Boschen)
Time to Get Your Weed Management Program Outlined and Acted On - Today Jefferson County like most counties in Colorado are struggling against invasive non-native plants which destroy habitat for wildlife, endanger many native plant species, decrease biological diversity and significantly decrease land values for the homeowner. Weeds are superior competitors for light, water, and nutrients. Many like knapweed produce a chemical toxin into the soil making seed germination impossible for other plants. . Disturbed soils from a building site, or an overgrazed meadowland or an increased area of a weeds growth all reduce the native grasses and forests used by deer and elk.


The most common of the noxious weeds in Bear Mountain Vista are Musk and Canada Thistle, both knapweeds – Spotted and Diffuse, Yellow Toadflax, and Leafy Spurge. 

Most weeds are poisonous to animals like elk, deer, horses, and cattle.   Try walking in a field of leafy spurge and see what the milky latex does to your skin! This plant’s sap causes severe irritation to the mouth of an animal


As many of us know, will never be completely eradicated.  But with diligent action we can keep them under control so they don't take over the mountain. Some of these weeds are not only unpleasant but toxic as well, so it is important that we control them before they can eliminate the native vegetation.

Identify the weeds

1. Map and Inventory Areas

2. Know the available resources and tools 

3. Determine weed control method to use tailored to the weed and the situation.

4. Choose a weed control method to reduce weeds to an acceptable level that causes the least harm to people and to the environment


The most effective management plan is an integrated one. Professional management includes all of these four methods:

  * Mechanical 
    Mowing, Hand-Pulling or Burning

  * Chemical 
Herbicides like Curtail, Tordon, Round-up, Banvel

     Be sure to follow application rates.  Extensive research & testing have gone into these suggested rates

  * Cultural Grazing by Sheep and some Goats or Revegetation of native grasses

  * Biological
 Insects like beetles who feed on leaves, roots, and flowers.  This year biological control will be used at Alderfer-Three Sisters & Matthews/Winters Open Space Parks.


Go out and walk your land. Some biennial weeds are beginning their rosette stage and some will start to bolt by the end of March!  Call Ginny Boschen (303.674.3438) if you want an informal weed identification walk. 


The BMHOA has a notebook of pictures and reprints written by CSU weed science specialists. This is an excellent resource for weed identification.  There is also a

back-pack sprayer and some Curtail concentrate available for homeowners use. Contact Rich Dunrud (303.674.5638) to sign out these items.  


Attention in late May and early June then at two week intervals during the growing season will shock root systems regardless of your method of control. Then in the early fall say late August or early September a second application of herbicide will continue the control.   


There are no quick fixes to eradicating weeds. Many weed seeds remain viable in the soil for years. The changing conditions of water, temperature, and light influence the yearly germination rates. Too little water for one will be the ideal water for another. 


On-line sources reviewed for quality and relevance include:

   Colorado Weed Management Association - http://www.cwma.org
   Weed Science Society of America - http://ext.agn.uiuc.edu/wssa/subpages/weed/weedinfo.html 
(great photos) 

   Colorado State University Cooperative Extension - http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/IPM/nipm/agwee.html 
   Weed and Pest Management - http://206.247.49.21/ext/dpt/comm_res/openspac/weed/nox/wp_nw.htm 

   Call:  Alicia Doran, Jefferson County Weed and Pest Management Specialist  (303.271.5989)

      (Article courtesy of Ginny Boschen)
The Bear Mountain Homeowners' Annual Picnic will be held in late August.  Details will be forthcoming.  In the meantime, please consider becoming a Bear Mountain Homeowners' Association officer.  The current board is looking for replacements.  If you want to meet your neighbors, get up to speed on land and related issues up here, there is no better way than to volunteer to take a board position.  Call the current secretary, Dave Killian, 303/670-1814, and nominate yourself or suggest a good candidate for us to call.  The meetings are informative and productive.  It is a reliable way to become part of a solution. board meetings are open to members.  If you want to attend simply contact one of the officers about the date, time and location of the next meeting.  For your convenience, those officers currently are:  President - Dave Erickson at 674-7262, Vice President - Ginny Boschen at 674-3438, Treasurer - Ted Burns at 670-5662, and Secretary - Dave Killian at 670-1814.

Mountain Groundwater Resource Study Reminder  - This is the first major study of the long-term behavior of groundwater levels and quality in a decomposed granite environment like we have here on Bear Mountain.  The early indications seem to show that the groundwater supply in the Turkey Creek Basin is presently in balance.  We are using goundwater as fast as nature is able to replenish it.  The quality is still good but contaminant levels have increased sinces studies done in the 1970s.  The study suggests that about 90% of runoff quickly leaves the area through shallow subsurface flow and that the use of individual septic tretment systems does NOT replenish the groundwater to the extent previously estimated.  Roughly translated, this all seems to mean that future development in the area should be low density if we are to have a water supply.  As county commissioner Patricia Holloway once stated, "A million-dollar house without water is NOT a million-dollar house."    (Article courtesy of Bear Mountain Meadow Conservancy)
Meadow Update - The Colorado Water Court hearing is presently on hold.  Our position still looks good but a sizeable part our legal costs still need to be paid.  Please try to keep your pledges current, sending them to Stan Challgren, Treasurer, Bear Mountain Meadow Conservancy, 24754 Chris Drive, Evergreen, CO 80439.  If you have not yet made a significant contribution and would like to, or would like information about the efforts of the Bear Mountain Meadow Conservancy, call Tom Boschen, (conservancy president)  303/674-3438. (Article courtesy of Bear Mountain Meadow Conservancy)
NEW Links & Photos on the BMHOA Web Site - All of the links from the Weed Management article & a number of wildlife photos have been added to the association web site at bmhoa.freeservers.com  You can use it to help friends & delivery people find your house. The site includes area maps & driving directions.  Your friends and family have maps & directions immediately when they visit the site.  They are printable for use when driving.  The site also includes useful phone numbers, area web links, a great Jeffco mountain wellwater article by Jim Peterson, a statement of our purpose and a picture page.  We need your help.  If you have Bear Mountain pictures we would love to include them.  We are especially interested in pictures that show our views, wildlife, flowers, or history.  Old timers up here could help us a lot by sharing some of the history of the neighborhood, tell us what it was like when you first moved here.  Stories & photos can be mailed to Dave Killian (secretary) at 25107 Giant Gulch Road, Evergreen, CO 80439.  They will be scanned and returned to you.  If what you have is in electronic format, you may E-mail them to our  E-mail address - bmhoa@yahoo.com       (Article courtesy of Dave Killian)
Reminder - If you have not yet paid your Association Dues

If you have not yet sent in your dues, please make out a check for $20.00 to BEAR MOUNTAIN HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCATION, and mail it to Treasurer, BMHA, at P. O. Box 2068 Evergreen,  Colorado 80437.  Please include the attached form so that we can update your records in the Directory.  Dues entitle you to a copy of the updated Directory and the attendance at all annual parties -- including the upcoming Annual Picnic, It=s a great way to meet your neighbors.  In addition, the dues go to publication of newsletters, directories, & telephone trees.  Please invest in your community and mail your check today. 

Mountain Lion Kills Llamas - You have probably already been notified of this via your phone tree or via E-mail. But just to make certain that you know, recently a mountain lion killed 2 llamas and injured 2 others. The attack took place at the end of Loggers Trail, near the southeastern corner of Bear Mountain Vista. The llamas were protected by an 8-foot fence. This attack comes shortly after another Evergreen area resident lost a Bearded Collie who was killed by a mountain lion. That attack took place within 200 yards of the house. Please be extra careful. (Article courtesy of Dave Killian)
Coyote Pair Takes Up Residence Near Giant Gulch - A large pair of coyotes are now daily visitors to the area around Giant Gulch and Columbine Draw.  They are beautiful but usually difficult to see.  Coyotes are highly intelligent omnivores.  They eat just about anything.  Please take extra precautions with any of your dogs, cats, and small children. (Article courtesy of Dave Killian)

New Weed & Brush Cutter to Facilitate Weed Control  - Ginny Boschen of the BMHOA  Board applied for & got a noxious weed grant from Jeffco.  This was made possible through Alicia Doran, the county weed & pest management specialist. You may check this out by calling Ginny Boschen at 303-674-3438. 

9Health Fair In Evergreen April 25th -27th:  For very little time and money you can get an amazingly comprehensive blood test and other worthwhile health screening.  The Evergreen location will be the Elks Lodge at 27972 Iris Drive, just a few blocks northeast of "The Hardware".  Accurate blood test results require fasting for about 12 hours.  So don't eat breakfast before you go.  For more information call 303-698-3799 or go to www.9HealthFair.org on the web.  The whole thing usually costs less than $50, and takes under an hour.  No appointment is necessary.  They do an amazing job.  A lot of very smart people go every year.  It saves lives. 

	PRIVATE
Date of Fair
	Time of Fair
	Location
	Address
	City
	State
	Zip

	2001-04-25
	7a-9:30a 
	Elks Lodge #2363 
	27972 Iris Dri 
	Evergreen 
	CO
	80439

	2001-04-26
	7a-9:30a 
	Elks Lodge #2363 
	27972 Iris Dri 
	Evergreen 
	CO
	80439

	2001-04-27
	7a-9:30a 
	Elks Lodge #2363 
	27972 Iris Dri 
	Evergreen 
	CO
	80439


(Article courtesy of Dave Killian)Top of Form 1

 (Article courtesy of Dave Killian)
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BMHOA ANNUAL DUES FORM:   

If you have not yet contributed your annual dues, (PLEASE REMIT $20.00 to Bear Mountain Homeowners Association)

Mailing address - Treasurer, BMHA, at P. O. Box 2068 Evergreen,  Colorado 80437

NAMES:______________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________

(Email address is for newsletter & announcement delivery only, your Email address will NOT be published anywhere)

PROPERTY ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________

PHONE_______________________________________________________________________________

CHILDREN'S NAMES AND YEAR OF BIRTH_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you wish to be in the directory?      YES             NO
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DO YOU HAVE ANY SPECIAL CONCERNS YOU WISH BMHOA TO ADDRESS?
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